Introduction
Anaemia is common in adults with coeliac disease at presentation and may be due to folate deficiency or less commonly to iron deficiency (Hoffbrand, 1974) . The (Vaughan, 1936) , but the mechanisms underlying this appearance are not understood (Wintrobe, 1974) . It has been thought to be almost diagnostic of marrow infiltration (Britton, 1963) , but studies on large series of patients with a leuco-erythroblastic blood film have shown that only one-third to 2-thirds of these patients have this (Retief, 1964 Fields, 1965; Weick, Hagedorn and Linman, 1974) . Other common causes include infection, haemolysis and haemorrhage. Leuco-erythroblastic anaemia has been described in megaloblastic anaemia, due to both pernicious anaemia and folate deficiency (Erklentz, 1935; Retief, 1964; Burkett et al., 1965) and in severe iron deficiency anaemia without haemorrhage (Burkett etal., 1965; Weick etal., 1974) , although never before in anaemia due to coeliac disease. The blood picture in the present case could have been due to folate deficiency or to iron deficiency, or both. This case emphasizes the point that leuco-erythroblastic anaemia does not necessarily mean marrow infiltration and can occur with either megaloblastic or iron deficiency anaemia. Moreover, coeliac disease should be considered when a patient presents with a leuco-erythroblastic anaemia.
